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WHAT THIS BOOK IS:

This Family Law Trial Notebook is designed for use “in the trenches,” in other words, in court
or during a recess or whenever quick access to an argument or an objection is needed. It is a guide
to assist the family law practitioner to locate answers to evidentiary rules and substantive law ques-
tions, in family law cases.

WHAT THIS BOOK IS NOT:

This Family Law Trial Notebook is not a treatise of the law. It was designed to be as succinct
as possible, so that it can be regularly brought into the courtroom as an aid. Therefore, the “Substantive
Law” section contains summaries of cases that address the types of issues likely to be raised in argu-
ment, with respect to evidentiary or procedural matters. This Family Law Trial Notebook is not a complete
analysis of the entire field of marital and family law.

HOW THIS BOOK IS DESIGNED:
The Family Law Trial Notebook is divided into sections pertaining to the types of issues and
questions that arise in court during a proceeding. A citation is provided on the right hand side of each
title, as to each area for which there is a specific provision in the Evidence Code, other statute, or rule.

Each area discussed in this Family Law Trial Notebook is followed by a section entitled “Note-
worthy Cases,” in which cases addressing the subject area are summarized.

This Family Law Trial Notebook is printed in a three-ring binder so that the user can add copies
of his or her “favorite” cases, relevant statutes or rules following each section, for personal use or even
to have ready for presentation to the trial judge.

In the “Hearsay Exceptions” section, a topic entitled “Family Law Applications” is included in
which specific areas relevant to family law cases are listed as considerations (although possibly subject
to other objections) for the application of a hearsay exception.
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