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WHAT THIS BOOK IS:
	 This Family Law Trial Notebook is designed for use “in the trenches,” in other words, in court 
or during a recess or whenever quick access to an argument or an objection is needed. It is a guide 
to assist the family law practitioner to locate answers to evidentiary rules and substantive law ques-
tions, in family law cases.

WHAT THIS BOOK IS NOT:
	 This Family Law Trial Notebook is not a treatise of the law. It was designed to be as succinct 
as possible, so that it can be regularly brought into the courtroom as an aid. Therefore, the “Substantive 
Law” section contains summaries of cases that address the types of issues likely to be raised in argu-
ment, with respect to evidentiary or procedural matters. This Family Law Trial Notebook is not a complete 
analysis of the entire field of marital and family law. 

HOW THIS BOOK IS DESIGNED:
	 The Family Law Trial Notebook is divided into sections pertaining to the types of issues and 
questions that arise in court during a proceeding. A citation is provided on the right hand side of each 
title, as to each area for which there is a specific provision in the Evidence Code, other statute, or rule. 
	 Each area discussed in this Family Law Trial Notebook is followed by a section entitled “Note-
worthy Cases,” in which cases addressing the subject area are summarized.
	 This Family Law Trial Notebook is printed in a three-ring binder so that the user can add copies 
of his or her “favorite” cases, relevant statutes or rules following each section, for personal use or even 
to have ready for presentation to the trial judge. 
	 In the “Hearsay Exceptions” section, a topic entitled “Family Law Applications” is included in 
which specific areas relevant to family law cases are listed as considerations (although possibly subject 
to other objections) for the application of a hearsay exception. 
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CHAPTER 18

Florida Family Law Rules of Procedure

I.	 SCOPE, PURPOSE, & APPLICATION
18.1	 Preface - 12.000
18.2	 Transition Rule - 12.005
18.3	 Scope, Purpose, and Title - 12.010
18.4	 Family Law Forms - 12.015
18.5	 Applicability of Florida Rules of Civil Procedure - 12.020

18.5(A)	 APPLICABILITY OF RULES OF JUDICIAL ADMINISTRATION - 12.025
II.	 COMMENCEMENT OF ACTION, PROCESS, & SERVICE

18.6	 Non-Verification of Pleadings - 12.030
18.7	 Attorneys - 12.040

18.7.1	 Limited Appearance - 12.040(a)
18.7.2	 Withdrawal or Limiting Appearance - 12.040(b)
18.7.3	 Scope of Representation - 12.040(c)
18.7.4	 Preparation of Pleadings or Other Documents - 12.040(d)
18.7.5	 Notice of Limited Appearance - 12.040(e)
18.7.6	 Service - 12.040(f)

18.8	 When Action Commenced - 12.050
18.9	 Transfer of Actions - 12.060
18.10	 Process - 12.070

18.10.1	 Service of Initial Process - 12.070(a)
18.10.2	 Summons - 12.070(b)
18.10.3	 Constructive Service - 12.070(c)
18.10.4	 Domestic, Repeat, Dating, and Sexual Violence, and Stalking  

Proceedings - 12.070(d)
18.10.5	 Constitutional Challenge to State Statute Or County Or - Municipal  

Charter, Ordinance Or Franchise; Notice By Party - 12.071
18.11	 Service of Pleadings and Papers - 12.080

18.11.1	 Service - 12.080(a)
18.11.2	 Service and Preparation of Orders and Judgments - 12.080(b)
18.11.3	 Defaulted Parties - 12.080(c)

18.12	 Time - 12.090
III.	 PLEADINGS & MOTIONS

18.13	 Pleadings and Motions - 12.100
18.14	 Simplified Dissolution of Marriage - 12.105

18.14.1	 Requirements for Use - 12.105(a)
18.14.2	 Consideration by Court - 12.105(b)
18.14.3	 Financial Affidavit and Settlement Agreement - 12.105(c)
18.14.4	 Final Judgment - 12.105(d)
18.14.5	 Forms - 12.105(e)

18.15	 General Rules of Pleading - 12.110
18.16	 Pleading Special Matters - 12.120
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18.17	 Documents Supporting Action or Defense - 12.130
18.18	 Defenses - 12.140
18.19	 Sham Pleadings - 12.150
18.20	 Motions - 12.160
18.21	 Counterclaims and Crossclaims - 12.170
18.22	 Third Party Practice - 12.180
18.23	 Amended and Supplemental Pleadings - 12.190

IV.	 PRE-TRIAL ISSUES
18.24	 Case Management Conference

18.24.1	 (1) Family Law Proceedings Generally - 12.200(a)
18.24.2	 (2) Adoption Proceedings
18.24.3	 Pretrial Conference - 12.200(b)
18.24.4	 Notice - 12.200(c)
18.24.5	 Case Management and Pretrial Order - 12.200(d)
18.24.6	 Complex Litigation - 12.201

V.	 PARTIES, INTERVENTION, JOINDER, & SUBSTITUTION
18.25	 Parties - 12.210
18.26	 Interventions - 12.230 
18.27	 Interpleader - 12.240
18.28	 Misjoinder and Nonjoinder of Parties - 12.250 
18.29	 Survivor; Substitution of Parties - 12.260
18.30	 Consolidation; Separate Trials - 12.270

VI.	 DISCOVERY
18.31	 General Provisions Concerning Discovery - 12.280 

18.31.1	 INADVERTENT DISCLOSURE OF PRIVILEGED MATERIALS – 12.281
18.32	 Mandatory Disclosure - 12.285

18.32.1	 Time for Production: Temporary Relief Hearings
18.32.2	 Time for Production: Initial and Supplemental Proceedings
18.32.3	 Disclosure Requirements for Temporary Financial Relief
18.32.4	�Parties’ Disclosure Requirements for Initial or Supplemental  

Proceedings
18.32.5	 Duty to Supplement Disclosure; Amended Financial Affidavit
18.32.6	 Sanctions
18.32.7	 Extensions of Time for Complying with Mandatory Disclosure
18.32.8	O bjections to Mandatory Automatic Disclosure
18.32.9	 Certificate of Compliance
18.32.10	 Child Support Guidelines Worksheet
18.32.11	 Place of Production
18.32.12	 Failure of Defaulted Party to Comply

18.33	 Financial Affidavits Enforcement and Contempt Proceedings - 
12.287

18.34	 Depositions Before Action or Pending Appeal - 12.290
18.35	 Persons Before Whom Depositions May Be Taken - 12.300 
18.36	 Depositions Upon Oral Examination - 12.310
18.37	 Depositions Upon Written Questions - 12.320
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18.38	 Use of Depositions in Court Proceedings - 12.330
18.39	 Interrogatories to Parties - 12.340
18.40	 Production of Documents - 12.350
18.41	 Production of Documents Without Deposition - 12.351
18.42	 Examination of Parties - 12.360
18.43	 Evaluation of Minor Child - 12.363
18.44	 Expert Witnesses - 12.365
18.45	 Requests for Admissions - 12.370
18.46	 Failure to Make Discovery; Sanctions - 12.380
18.47	 Depositions of Expert Witnesses - 12.390

VII.	 COURT PROCEEDINGS, EVIDENCE, & CASE DISPOSITION
18.48	 Confidentiality of Records - 12.400
18.49	 Testimony and Attendance of Minor Child - 12.407
18.50	 Subpoena - 12.410
18.51	 Dismissal of Actions - 12.420
18.52	 Demand for Jury Trial; Waiver - 12.430 
18.53	 Trial Jury - 12.431 
18.54	 Setting Action for Trial - 12.440

18.54.1 PROPOSALS FOR SETTLEMENT – 12.442
18.55	 Evidence - 12.450
18.56	 Continuances - 12.460
18.57	 Exceptions Unnecessary - 12.470
18.58	 Motion for Directed Verdict - 12.480
18.59	 Verdicts - 12.481
18.60	 Defaults and Final Judgments Thereon - 12.500
18.61	 Summary Judgment - 12.510
18.62	 View - 12.520

VIII.	POST-TRIAL & ENFORCEMENT OF JUDGMENT
18.63	 Rule 1.525 Does Not Apply to Family Law Proceedings - 12.525
18.64	 Motions for New Trial and Rehearing - 12.530
18.65	 Relief From Judgment, Decrees, or Orders - 12.540 
18.66	 Executions and Final Process - 12.550 
18.67	 Discovery in Aid of Execution - 12.560
18.68	 Enforcement of Judgments - 12.570
18.69	 Writ of Possession - 12.580

18.69.1	 Process on Behalf of or Against Persons Not Parties - 12.590
18.70	 Deposits in Court - 12.600
18.71	 Receivers - 12.620
18.72	 Proceedings Against Surety on Judicial Bonds - 12.625
18.73	 Extraordinary Remedies - 12.630

IX.	 SPECIFIC MATTERS
18.74	 General MAGISTRATES - 12.490

18.74.1	 Appointment of General Magistrates
18.74.2	 Consent to Referral
18.74.3	O bjection to Referral
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18.74.4	O rder of Referral
18.74.5	 Powers and Duties of General Magistrate
18.74.6	 Hearings 
18.74.7	 General Magistrate’s Report
18.74.8	 The Record

18.75	 Child Support Enforcement - 12.491
18.76	 Special MAGISTRATES - 12.492 

18.76.1	 Appointment of Special Magistrates
18.76.2	 Consent
18.76.3	 Duties of Special Magistrate
18.76.4	 Bond
18.76.5	 Hearings Before Special Magistrate
18.76.6	 Accounting Proceedings
18.76.7	 Special Magistrate’s Report
18.76.8	 Filing Report; Notice; Exceptions
18.76.9	 Expenses of Special Magistrate

18.77	 Injunction for Domestic, Repeat, Dating, and Sexual Violence - 
12.610
18.77.1	 Petitions: Requirements for Use, Domestic, Repeat, Dating, and Sexual 

Violence
18.77.2	 Service of Petitions: Domestic Violence
18.77.3	 Service of Petitions: Repeat Violence, Dating Violence, and Sexual Vio-

lence
18.77.4	 Consideration by the Court
18.77.5	 Forms
18.77.6	 Temporary Orders of Injunction
18.77.7	 Service of Injunctions: Temporary Injunctions
18.77.8	 Issuance of the Injunctions
18.77.9	 Service of Injunctions: Permanent Injunctions
18.77.10	 Duration of Injunctions
18.77.11	 Enforcement
18.77.12	 Motion to Modify or Vacate Injunctions
18.77.13	 Forms

18.78	 Central Government Depository - 12.611
18.79	 Civil Contempt in Support Matters - 12.615
18.80	Override  Of Family Violence Indicator - 12.650

18.80.1	 Application - 12.650(a)
18.80.2	 Definitions - 12.650(b)
18.80.3	 Initiating Proceedings - 12.650(c)
18.80.4	 Initial Court Review - 12.650(d)
18.80.5	 Receipt of Information - 12.650(e)
18.80.6	 Review of Information by the Court - 12.650(f)
18.80.7	 Providing Information to Court - 12.650(g)
18.80.8	 Hearing on Order to Show Cause - 12.650(h)
18.80.9	 Confidentiality - 12.650(i)
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18.81	 Family Mediation - 12.740 
18.81.1	 Limitation on Referral to Mediation
18.81.2	 Appearances
18.81.3	 Completion of Mediation
18.81.4	 Report on Mediation

18.82	 Mediation Rules - 12.741
18.82.1	 General Procedures
18.82.2	 Appointment of the Mediator

18.83	 PARENTING COORDINATION - 12.742
18.83.1	 Applicability - 12.742(a)
18.83.2	O rder Referring Parties to Parenting Coordinator - 12.742(b)
18.83.3	 Appointment of Parenting Coordinator - 12.742(c)
18.83.4	 Response by Parenting Coordinator - 12.742(d)
18.83.5	 Term of Service - 12.742(e)
18.83.6	 Appointment of Substitute Parenting Coordinator - 12.742(f)
18.83.7	 Authority With Consent - 12.742(g)
18.83.8	 Limitation of Authority - 12.742(h)
18.83.9	 Emergency Order - 12.742(i)
18.83.10	 Written Communication With Court - 12.742(j)
18.83.11	 Testimony and Discovery - 12.742(k)

18.84	 Family Self-Help Programs - 12.750
18.84.1	 Establishment of Programs - 12.750(a)
18.84.2	 Definitions - 12.750(b)
18.84.3	 Services Provided - 12.750(c)
18.84.4	 Limitations on Services - 12.750(d)
18.84.5	 Unauthorized Practice of Law - 12.750(e)
18.84.6	 No Confidentiality - 12.750(f)
18.84.7	 No Conflict - 12.750(g)
18.84.8	 Notice of Limitation of Services Provided - 12.750(h)
18.84.9	 Exemption - 12.750(i)
18.84.10	 Availability of Services - 12.750(j)
18.84.11	 Cost of Services - 12.750(k)
18.84.12	 Records - 12.750(l)
18.84.13	� Domestic, Repeat, Dating, and Sexual Violence, and Stalking  

Exclusion - 12.750(m)

Forms

Form 1		  Family Law Case Checklist
Form 2		  Letter re: Mediation and Pre-Mediation Conference
Form 3		  Verification
Form 4		  Motion to Appoint a Commissioner
Form 5		  Notice of Taking Deposition
Form 6		  Notice of Taking Video Deposition
Form 7		  Privilege Log 
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Form 8		  Motion for Extension of Time
Form 9		  Motion for Vocational Evaluation
Form 10		 Motion for Independent Medical Examination 
Form 11		 Motion to Continue Trial
Form 12		 Notice to Produce at Deposition/Trial
Form 13		 Notice of Subpoena for Production of Documents From a Non-Party
Form 14		 Subpoena for Production of Documents From Non-Party
Form 15		 Subpoena Duces Tecum Without Deposition
Form 16		 Stipulation
Form 17		 Stipulation and Order Re-Setting Final Hearing
Form 18		 Motion to Compel Production of Summaries 
Form 19		 Notice of Intent to Use Summaries
Form 20		 Motion In Limine to Strike and/or Object to Summaries 
Form 21		 Motion for Bifurcation
Form 22		 Notice of Non-Jury Trial
Form 23		 Notification of Non-Jury Trial
Form 24		 Pre-Trial and Order Setting Trial
Form 25		 Notice of Filing Request to Take Judicial Notice
Form 26		 Unilateral Pre-Trial Stipulation 
Form 27		 Notice of Service of Witness and Expert Witness Interrogatories
Form 28		 Witness List for Trial
Form 29		 Notice of Filing (Deposition Transcript)
Form 30		 Errata Sheet
Form 31		 Stipulation as to Authenticity
Form 32		 Stipulation as to Use of Duplicates
Form 33		 Admissibility of Expert Witness Testimony
Form 34		 Proof Chart
Form 35		 Trial Exhibit List
Form 36		 Final Judgment of Dissolution of Marriage
Form 37		 Testimony at Final Hearing
Form 38		O rder of Ratification of Addendum to Marital Settlement Agreement
Form 39		 Retainer Agreement
Form 40		 Sample Client Letter (Dealing With Unreasonable Client Expectations)
Form 41		 Motion to Amend Pleadings
Form 42		� Sample Trial Brief (Non-Marital Assets as Source of Income for  

Payment of Alimony)
Form 43		 Sample Opening Argument
Form 44		 Sample Written Closing Argument (Complex Property Distribution)
Form 45		 Proof Chart for Parental Responsibility/Timesharing



F-28

Florida Family Law Trial Notebook

(This page intentionally left blank.)




