
defending drinking drivers
Winning dui arguments and techniques

To challenge probable cause, keep the prosecution’s evidence out or file effective 

motions, you must have a well-prepared case. From initial client contact to sentencing,  

Defending Drinking Drivers will guide you through every phase of a drinking driving 

trial. The book begins with the “nuts & bolts” of drunk driving defense, then focuses on 

teaching how to create “reasonable doubt.” Particular attention is given to analyzing 

specific testing methods and handling expert witnesses.

This 2-volume set offers court-tested 

strategy, practice tips, sample arguments 

and the most up-to-date case law and 

statutory changes to keep you on the cutting edge of drunk driving law. 

Practical, step-by-step guidance helps you:
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Patrick T. Barone is the 

principal and founding member 

of The Barone Defense Firm, 

headquartered in Birmingham, 

Michigan. Mr. Barone has an 

“AV” (highest) rating from Martindale-Hubbell, has been 

listed as “Seriously Outstanding” by SuperLawyers, rated 

“Outstanding/10.0” by AVVO and since 2009 has been 

included in the highly selective US News & World Report’s 

America’s Best Lawyers while The Barone Defense Firm 

appears in their companion America’s Best Law Firms. 

He is an adjunct professor at the Thomas M. Cooley Law 

School where he teaches Drunk Driving Law and Practice, is a 

graduate of the Gerry Spence Trial Lawyer’s College, and is on 

the faculty of the Michigan Trial Practice College. 

To save 15% on your copy of 

Defending Drinking Drivers,  

go to jamespublishing.com 

and enter code at checkout

SAVE 15% 
with coupon 

code

ddd15

$129 $109.65 with code DDD15
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•	 Identify sources of error in BAC calculations

•	 Successfully attack damaging chemical test results

•	 Effectively cross-examine the prosecution’s key witnesses

•	 Find weaknesses in the use of field sobriety tests

•	 Suppress audiovisual evidence

•	 Know when and how to use experts cost-effectively
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k e e p  p r o s e c u t o r s  o f f  b a l a n c e
A fresh flow of novel arguments—with new and unfamiliar approaches—is the best way to keep the government from adjusting 

to your drunk driving case presentations. Patrick Barone’s Defending Drinking Drivers  is loaded with dozens of real-world 

cross-examinations annotated with explanations, alternative approaches, and practice tips:

attacking experts
“Get the prosecution experts to explain to the jury how smart 

they are by having them explain their testimony, then follow-

up with more explanatory—but targeted—questions. Soon, by 

and through their explanations, they will lose the jurors. With 

any luck, they will also lose the judge. After they’ve done a 

lot of explaining, consider making the following points in your 

closing argument….”

attacking description of appearance
“The best way to attack this parade of horribles is to break the 

officer’s testimony down into its component parts. Focus on 

each of the alleged symptoms of intoxication. Ask one or two 

pointed questions aimed at the validity of the observation, and 

then move on to the next topic. For example….”

using metaphors and analogies
“Your cross-examination questions should be formulated 

in such a way that the witness will be willing, if not actually 

forced, to agree with the specific analogy you select. The best 

place to look when starting to develop these analogies is the 

jury instructions. The terms and phrases in the instructions 

should become standard parts of your trial lexicon, and when 

addressing the jury you should think of more favorable ways to 

express these legal concepts. For example….” 

To purchase your copy of Patrick Barone’s 

guide to winning DUI arguments, go to:

jamespublishing.com/shop/defending-drinking-drivers/


