
F-1 (Rev. 8, 7/13)

The Determinat ion of 
Income for  

Chi ld Support

Nicholas L. Bourdeau, CPA/ABV/CFF, CFE

Supplement editing 
by Patricia Knight

Production editing
by Patricia Knight & Amanda Winkler   

Contact us at (800) 440-4780  or  www.jamespublishing.com



  The Determination of Income for Child Support F-2

Copyright © 2013
James Publishing, Inc.
ISBN 1-58012-103-9

This publication is intended to provide accurate and authoritative information about the subject matter  covered. It 
is sold with the understanding that the publisher does not render legal, accounting, or other professional services. If 
legal advice or other expert assistance is required, seek the services of a competent  professional.

Persons using this publication in dealing with specific legal matters should exercise their own independent 
judgment and research original sources of authority and local court rules.

The publisher and author make no representations concerning the contents of this publication and disclaim any 
warranties of merchantability or fitness for a particular purpose.

We view the publication of this work as the beginning of a dialogue with our readers. Periodic revisions to it will 
give us the opportunity to incorporate your suggested changes. Call us at (714) 755-5450 or send your comments to:

Revision Editor
James Publishing, Inc.

3505 Cadillac Avenue, Suite P-101
Costa Mesa, CA  92626

Revision 1, 7/06
Revision 2, 7/07
Revision 3, 6/08
Revision 4, 6/09
Revision 5, 6/10
Revision 6, 8/11
Revision 7, 7/12
Revision 8, 7/13



(Rev. 1, 7/06)

F-3 The Determination of Income for Child Support § 

(Rev. 8, 7/13)

To Vickie

My editor in chief, my best friend, and my wife.

A C k n o w l e D g e m e n T S
Thanks to my editor Susan Ballance for her tireless (and often futile) attempts to teach me the English 

language and to Jon Nitschke, and Bruce Gottwig of Montana State University College of Technology for, 
well, technology assistance. I am indebted to my dear friend Sherrie Smith, who took this book off my desk 
to the printed form. Finally, I am grateful to the many child support investigators who made me understand 
there was a need for such a manual and convinced me that I could write it.

A b o u T  T h e  A u T h o r
Nick Bourdeau has been practicing in the area of forensic accounting since 1986. He has appeared in court 

over a hundred and fifty times on issues associated with the valuation of marital estates, businesses, child sup-
port, maintenance, pensions, fraud and damages. He has been a contract instructor for the State of Montana 
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Introduct ion

This manual is designed for child support investigators. It is designed for those individuals who 
have the responsibility for determining the amount of income a parent has available to pay child sup-
port. The manual is for investigators in child support enforcement agencies, paralegals, private inves-
tigators, financial investigators, CPAs, and attorneys. The manual does not assume a high level of 
expertise on the part of the user. Each section starts with the basics and proceeds to the more complex. 
The goal was that anyone with a basic understanding of their own finances could use this manual to 
complete a child support investigation. 

I am a veteran of over one thousand family law engagements and have provided testimony over one 
hundred and fifty times. I have been a contract instructor for child support enforcement agencies, teaching 
investigators how to determine the income of parents. I am a Certified Public Accountant (CPA), Accredited 
in Business Valuations (ABV), Certified in Financial Forensics (CFF), and a Certified Fraud Examiner (CFE). 
I have published and continue to develop software that computes child support. This manual takes the sum 
of my experience and training and focuses it on the subject of the determination of income for child support. 

The underlying concept throughout the manual is the determination of economic income or income 
available for child support. The terms are used interchangeably. This income may differ significantly from 
taxable income, net income, positive cash flow, net revenue or any other number of terms used to indicate 
income. Economic income as it is pursued in this manual may differ from the income that is mandated by 
local regulations. Since it is not possible to address every difference in every regulation in this manual, it is 
the responsibility of investigators to know and understand the differences. Local regulations and case law 
take precedent over any economic theory.

The examples and the associated characters in this manual are fictitious. Any resemblance to real 
people or events is purely coincidental.


